When is a Scout ready for Philmont?

contributed by Wally Feurtado
Baltimore Area Council
More and more crews are going to Philmont with younger scouts. There are many reasons for this, but the prime is that the troop may not get another opportunity to hike Philmont again. Therefore, some advisors feel that a bad Philmont experience is better than no Philmont experience at all. In 1998, there were several crews with scouts who had not even begun puberty.
Every day was a nightmare for them. To have the ultimate scouting experience, it is important that the scouts have the maturity to be successful.
Below are considerations on whether a scout is ready to have his best Philmont experience:
1. Physically, the scout must be capable of accomplishing the trek and he must be the one who wants to go. 
Often parents are the sole motivating reason for a scout attending. When it hails or when in pain with severe blisters, what will sustain the scout is the fact that he choose to participate.
2. The scout must have demonstrated an ability of being able to take care of his personal affairs (maturity).
The scout must be willing to drink water that has been purified with iodine. The scout has to understand that he must remain hydrated and drinking water that sometimes tastes bad is required for his own health.
The scout must we willing to eat food not for taste but for body fuel. Some of Philmont's food does not taste very good but the scout must understand that he needs to fill up his tank every day.
The scout must be willing to wash himself and clothes regularly to get the salt off his body and clothes otherwise rashes will develop. The scout must understand that any form of horseplay is not tolerated because if anyone gets hurt, it may be miles before the crew can get help for the injured hiker.
3. The scout must have demonstrated working within a patrol or crew environment as either a leader or follower.
The scout must be willing to do his job correctly without being repeatedly reminded.
The scout must be willing to wake up at reveille and not linger in his sleeping bag.
The main reason for advisors to become involved with doing the in camp work is that the scouts get tired and wait for the advisors to do the work. THIS IS NOT BOY SCOUTING.
It is the adult in charge who is the sole person who must determine which scout participates and which scout does not
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